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The  Ho using  Op p o rtunity 
Pro g ram  

Presentation title

The  Housing  Opportunity Prog ram was e stab lished  within the  Department of Economic 
& Community Deve lopment to  encourage  and  support the  d eve lopment of ad d itional 
housing  units in the  State , includ ing  housing  units that are  afford ab le  for low-income  and  
mod erate -income  ind ivid uals.

The  Housing  Opportunity Prog ram:
• Provid es technical assistance  to  municipalities to  support housing  d eve lopment, includ ing  

support with municipal ord inance  d eve lopment to  comply with P.L. 2021, ch. 672 (LD 2003);
• Provid es fund ing  to  se rvice  p rovid ers and  municipalities to  support municipal ord inance  

d eve lopment, p lanning  b oard  and  pub lic p rocesses in communities to  increase  housing  
opportunities;

• Provid es information to  the  pub lic ab out housing  d eve lopment and  opportunities; and
• Estab lishes statewid e  housing  p rod uction goals. 2024
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Housing Opportunity Program 2024

• In  re sp o n se  to  LD 2 0 0 3 ' s  d ire c t ive  to  
c re a te  h o u s in g  g o a ls , G O PIF, DECD, a n d  
Ma in e Ho u s in g  c o m m iss io n e d  HR&A 
Ad viso rs  to  c o m p le te  a  s tu d y o n  Ma in e ’s  
h o u s in g  n e e d s  to  he lp  inform future  
p lanning

• The  re p ort analyze s Maine ’s housing  d ata to  
fore cast housing  ne e d s b ase d  on long e r-te rm 
state  d e mog rap hic tre nd s and  e conomic and  
workforce  p ro je ctions throug h 2030.

• Coup le d  with the  re p ort is the  State  of Maine  
Housing  Dashb oard  Portal, which allows use rs 
to  vie w ke y housing  and  d e mog rap hic 
information on a municip al, countywid e , or 
state wid e  b asis. 

https://mainestatehousingdata.org/
https://mainestatehousingdata.org/


Sup p ly and  De m and -Sid e  Drive rs
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How  is "ne e d " m e asure d ?
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Maine ' s Ho using  Pro d uctio n  Ne e d s

Histo ric Und e rp rod uction

3 8 ,5 0 0  total units to  mee t current needs.

Future  Ne e d

3 8 ,0 0 0 -4 6 ,0 0 0  total units to  mee t future  
needs (based  on population g rowth scenarios)
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Maine ' s Ho using  Pro d uctio n  Ne e d s

20XX

Coun t y His t o r ic  Un d e r p ro d u ct io n
Fu t u re  Ne e d  
Low

Fu t u re  Ne e d  
High

To t a l (His t o r ic  Un d e r p ro d u ct io n  + 
Fu t u re  Ne e d  High )

Ha ncock 1,500 1,900 2,200 3,700 

Cumberla nd 10,200 7,200 8,600 18,800

Knox 1,100 1,400 1,700 2,800

Lincoln 870 880 1,100 1,970

Sa ga da hoc 1,100 770 950 2,050

Wa ldo 900 2,100 2,300 3,200

York 5,500 10,100 11,100 16,600

Pisca t a quis 510 -30 110 620



Maine ' s Ho using  Pro d uctio n  Ne e d s

20XX

Coun t y His t o r ic  Un d e r p ro d u ct io n
Fu t u re  Ne e d  
Low

Fu t u re  Ne e d  
High

To t a l (His t o r ic  Un d e r p ro d u ct io n  + 
Fu t u re  Ne e d  High )

Androscoggin 3,800 2,200 2,700 6,500

Fra nklin 900 820 1,000 1,900

Kennebec 4,600 4,500 5,100 9,700

Oxford 1,700 1,900 2,300 4,000

Somerse t 1,500 330 600 2,100

Aroost ook 1,100 720 1,100 2,200

Penobscot 2,700 1,400 3,000 5,700

Wa shingt on 460 1,700 1,900 2,360



State w id e  and  Re g io na l 
Housing  Goals 



State  o f Maine  Housing  Prod uction Goals

• An Ad visory Committee  was formed  in 
Spring  of 2024 to  create  statewid e  and  
reg ional goals using  the  housing  need s stud y 
as a framework. The  committee  met five  times 
d uring  the  Spring  of 2024.  

•  Using  the  statewid e  housing  need s numb ers 
as a starting  point for d iscussion, the  Ad visory 
Committee  recommend ed  that a statewid e  
goal re flect the  higher p rod uction need s 
numb ers outlined  in the  housing  need s stud y.

• The  Ad visory Committee  also recommend ed  
creating  reg ional housing  goals for each of the  
sixteen counties in Maine . 
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What sup p orts a re  ava ilab le  to  m unicip a litie s 
throug h HOP?

Housing  O p p ortunity Prog ram 2024 14

1. Municip al p ayments to  sup p ort municip alitie s with the  costs to  comp ly with LD 2003 
• Le g al fe e s, staff and  voluntee r time , p ub lic mee ting s, e tc. 
• Municip alitie s may b e  e lig ib le  for up  to  $10,000
• Fund ing  req uests must b e  rece ived  b y O ctob e r 15, 2024 

2. Se rvice  Provid e r Grants: 
• Grants to  se rvice  p rovid e rs to  assist municip alitie s with housing  p lanning  and  

imp lementation

3. Municip al Grants: 
• Grants to  municip alitie s to  sup p ort housing  p lanning  and  imp lementation p ro jects 

4. Technical assistance  for LD 2003 imp lementation and  o the r land  use  chang es to  increase  
housing



Co ntact In fo rm atio n

Ben Averill and  Hilary Gove  

Housing  Op portunity Program Coord inators 

housing .decd @maine .gov

https://www.maine.gov/decd/housingopportunityprogram 
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